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Pun Dai-Lee (BERE), 1950-2022
Pun was a designer full of passion for fashion.
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Commemoration of Pun Dai-Lee’s contribution to the fashion industry
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Hsiao Mei-Chi (5= (left), representative of DUMU Enterprise Co., received the commendation
from Vice Minister of Culture Lee Lien-Chuan (Z=iE#).
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The commemoration for Pun Dai-Lee was held at Shih Chien University on July 21,2022, From

right to left: Vice Minister of Culture Lee Lien-Chuan, Egret Foundation Honorary Chairperson
Chen Yu-Xiu (BABF5) and Shih Chien University President Ting Pin-Shou (T ).
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Department of Fashion Design Alumnus Pun Dai-
Lee Received Culture Ministry Commendation

Hsu Feng-Yu ( #F Bl L ), Dean of the College of Design

“Focus on one thing in your life and you’re bound to become successful.” — Pun Dai-Lee

Taiwan'’s first-generation fashion designer Pun Dai-Lee (;% & BE) passed away on April 30, 2022, at the age
of 72. Having worked in the fashion industry for more than four decades, Pun was known for her innovative
spirit, which inspired many fashion designers. Culture Minister Lee Yung-Te ( Z 7k 1 ) had sent his regards to
commemorate this iconic pioneer in Taiwan'’s fashion industry. At a ceremony at the 2022 Taipei Fashion Week
5523 on October 14, 2022, the Ministry
of Culture gave Pun a commendation
for her outstanding life-long contribution

to the fashion industry.

The mastermind behind Shih Chien’s
graduate fashion show

In 1961, Shih Chien University
set up Taiwan’s first Department of
Fashion Design. Many of its alumni
have had remarkable careers in the
fashion industry. The department
continues to strive its best to nurture
all-round talent for Taiwan’s fashion
industry.

The popular graduate fashion
show has become a tradition of
the Department of Fashion Design.
When asked about how the event
came about, a senior professor said
Pun Dai-Lee was the mastermind
behind the legendary tradition. As a
freshman, she said to the president
of the university, “Give me seven
minutes and let us organize a

show.” According to Ting Pin-Shou
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( T® & ), President of Shih Chien University, it was said that Pun fearlessly said to the president at
the time, “You should give us a graduate fashion show!” Since then, the show has become an annual
tradition without fail. In 1975, the first show took place at National Taiwan Museum, and the event was
headlined “Life News”, a major newspaper at the time. The first show set excellent examples, including
venue selection, the framework of staff, communication with other faculty and student involvement.

After graduating from the university, Pun was often invited back to give advice to and encourage the

F=ibBr2El SS23 ) BB R TR HARE R
Display of Pun Dai-Lee’s classic clothes at the 2022 Taipei Fashion Week SS23
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students. She was once selected as the
head of the alumni association of the
Department of Fashion Design to help
consolidate resources and find internship
opportunities.

Taiwan'’ first-generation fashion designer

Born in 1950, Pun graduated from
Shih Chien’s Department of Fashion
Design. She established her brand “Pun
Dai Lee” in 1978 and founded DUMU
Enterprise Co., Ltd. in 1979. In 2001, Pun
served as the Executive Director of Taiwan
Weaving Fabric Designers Association
and led emerging designers many times
in participating in fashion shows at home

and abroad.

Pun’s entire career was the epitome
of Taiwan’s fashion history. She first
started her career by selling her own
designer products at specialty stores. In
1990, her designs could be purchased
at Sunrise Department Store, one
of the most popular stores for great
designs. Later, she had her show at the
Paris Fashion Week. Step by step, Pun
worked hard to become one of the first
Taiwanese designers to participate in major
international fashion weeks, opening the
door to more exchanges between local
designers and the global fashion industry.

An artistic heroine

Pun was known for her exquisite,

beaded gowns. She was open-minded and

loved new challenges. As a child, she used

to go to see traditional Chinese opera

with her grandmother and developed a | wiapmmimpRawBRE—CarenyELm SRER

sense of aesthetics for classic beauty and A commendation for Pun’s life-long devotion to the fashion industry
Chinese culture. The exquisite, splendid 2. BN B ER R R R ST ER
) ) : : = : , :
court attire helped her develop a unique Tloihmodel Patina Lin ( #%&#5 ) and other models displayed Pun’s classic
clothing.
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taste for beauty and became the inspiration of
her later designs. She created an innovative and
exquisite sculptural style for bead embroidery.
Her methods of pattern making and draping
also inspired many designers. For more than
four decades of her career, Pun continued to
create innovative designs and was always open
to new ideas. She worked hard to contribute to
Taiwan’s design education and became an iconic
fashion designer in Taiwan. She will always
be remembered for being a pioneer and her
devotion to nurturing new talent.

On July 21,2022, a commemoration for Pun
was held at Shih Chien University. Professionals
in the industry and designers who she helped
all attended the event. The guests included Vice
Minister of Culture Lee Lien-Chuan ( Z E £ ),
Egret Foundation Honorary Chairperson Chen
Yu-Xiu (BRARFS ), Shih Chien University President

PRI ERE R AT A

Eelin Entertainment’s models displayed Pun’s classic clothing.
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Ting Pin-Shou, Eelin Entertainment Deputy
Chairperson Teresa Chen ( FR#E% ), Eelin
Entertainment’s former Vice President Wang
Ying-Hua ( £ & £ ), fashion designer Hsu Yen-
Line (¥ 5t1% ), photographer Célestin Ma
(Z£ % &) and makeup artist Ricky Liu (£ 55 ),
to name just a few. In his remark, Lee Lien-Chuan
said, “In her whole life, Ms. Pun embodied the
spirit required for working in Taiwan’s fashion
industry — the courage to be a pioneer, unity,
selflessness, and entrepreneurship. These
were her great contribution to Taiwan'’s fashion
industry.”

In an “ET FASHION” interview in 2018,
Pun said she would never retire, even if people
hated her for staying around because she would
“grow older but never grow old.” Her passion
for fashion remained the same throughout her

career.



