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University Social Responsibility: A Performing 
Arts Class for High School Students

In the 21st century, more higher education providers worldwide are stressing the importance of their 
social responsibility. It has become a critical part of university policies to encourage its faculty and students to 
contribute to society with their professional expertise. Many universities are striving to play their part and give 
back to  society.

From my observation, since the launch of the 12-Year Basic Education Curriculum in 2019, the design and 
execution of performing arts courses have posed a major challenge at high schools nationwide. High school 
students who have never had the opportunity to enjoy a live performance learn everything in the classroom and 
from their own imagination. There is no wonder that many of them find it difficult to understand the core value of 
the performing arts. Understandably, high school teachers find it challenging to provide well-designed performing 
arts courses.

With that in mind, I have designed a stage performance for high school students, a feast for the eyes and ears, 
at National Taichung Theater in the central part of the island. It was a chance for the students to enjoy a marvelous 
performance at a national level venue. A lively introduction was included to help students understand the value 
and essence of the performance. Hopefully, through the experience of a live performance, students would become 
more interested in the field of performing arts.
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Based on the performing arts introduced in high school textbooks, we wrote a script according to the 
content of those textbooks and divided it into ten parts, including basic etiquette at the venue, event format, 
lighting, new media applications, introduction of opera house architecture and styles, stage mechanics, IP 4D 
virtual reality and physical theater. With the outline of the plan in place, we discussed with the two conductors 
from the Department of Music the selection of the pieces and decided how the performers, lines and actions 
can go with the music. The President of Shih Chien University Ting Pin-Shou ( ) also gave his debut 
performance. Standing on a national level performance venue, he interacted and had a dialogue with his 17-year-
old self-portrayal projected onto the stage.

As to stage visual design, we have had the honor to work with Datavinci Yang ( ), assistant 
professor in the Department of Communications Design. Previously, Assistant Professor Yang has worked with 
the Department of Music on a number of industry-academia collaborations. We decided it was the perfect 
opportunity to release two collaborations of our two departments. The first project, “Here Comes the Fish”, was 

an IP 4D animated short film 
on the environment. The other 
animated film, “Cat Picks Up the 
Girl”, was created by our graduate 
Wu Yuan-Chiu ( ). The 
music used in “Here Comes the Fish” 
was composed by our graduate Tsai 
Ping-Fang ( ). A concert 
band was invited to perform the 
piece based on the plot of the 
animated film. “Cat Picks Up the 
Girl” was an inspiring and feel-
good film. Instead of previously 
recorded sounds, Bach’s pieces 
were eventually used as the 
background music and played 
by a concert band. Moreover, 
we hired illustrators to create 
projected stage backdrops, which 
created stunning visual effects.
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Following six months’ planning and preparation, 
the performance successfully included a wide range of 
elements: the software and hardware of performing 
arts, the experience of enjoying a live performance, 
learning about different performance venues, music 
and 4D animation, lighting and atmosphere design, 
stage mechanics, orchestra and concert band, opera 
as well as dance performance delivered by students in 
the Department of Music. There were so many details 
interrelating with one another. It took the effort of 
the entire team, both those performing on stage and 
others working behind the scenes, to work closely 
together. No mistakes were allowed. After much 

practice and countless rehearsals, we successfully 
delivered a perfect performance which was the most 
complicated one in the history of our department. All 
the faculty members and students were fully dedicated 
to the project. They spared no effort to achieve the 
best performance with perseverance and hard work 
throughout the project. Their determination and self-
demand are the most invaluable and unique qualities 
of people working in the field of performing arts.
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