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Shih Chien University Vice President for International and Cross-Strait Affairs Tony Sowang Kuo led students to
visit LDC Hotels & Resorts Group - Palazzo Portinari Salviati in Florence, Italy.
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The front desk manager of Palazzo Portinari Salviati Yunlang introduced the hotel’s history and operational
model to the students.

Shih Chien x LDC Academy :
A New International Industry-Academia
Collaboration Model

Elegance Chang (3R ), Chair of English Taught Program in Smart Service Management

Since 2017, Shih Chien University has been consistently ranked by Global Views Monthly
as one of the “Best International Universities in Taiwan,” committed to providing students
with diverse opportunities for international academic exchanges, such as co-teaching and
co-learning projects, student exchange programs, and dual-degree programs. Through
these initiatives, students not only enhance their professional skills but also broaden their
international perspectives. This year, Shih Chien University has partnered with LDC Hotels
& Resorts Group to sign a memorandum of understanding for the establishment of Shih
Chien x LDC Academy to promote industry-academia cooperation. This collaboration will
leverage the rich international resources of both parties to offer students opportunities for
cross-cultural and interdisciplinary international exchanges, as well as valuable overseas
internships, thereby realizing the educational philosophy of “unity of knowledge and action”
at Shih Chien University.
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Pursuit of excellence and growth

“This collaboration with LDC Hotels
& Resorts Group is a perfect match!”
expressed Chairman of the Board Shieh
Mung-Shiung ( #Z ). He emphasized that
the Principle of People’s Livelihood is at
the heart of national development, and
the professional disciplines of Shih Chien
University precisely encompass the five
major areas mentioned in the Principle of
People’s Livelihood. For instance, there
are departments like Food and Beverage
Management, and Food Science, Nutrition,
and Nutraceutical Biotechnology; in
clothing, there are departments like Fashion
Design, and Fashion Styling and Design
Communication; in housing, there is the
Architecture Department; in education,
there is the Family Studies and Child
Development Department; and in leisure,
there are departments such as Music,
Tourism Management, and Smart Service

Management.

Shih Chien University President Ting
Pin-Shou ( TY¥{&® ) also mentioned that LDC
Hotels & Resorts Group not only holds
significant social influence but also shares
a development vision aligned with Shih
Chien University’s goal to become the best
living sciences university in the Chinese
world. He looks forward to the signing
of the memorandum of understanding
facilitating industry-academia cooperation
and exchanges at various levels, as well
as bringing about mutual growth and

development for both parties.
Cultivation and retention of talent

Established in 1990, LDC Hotels & Re-
sorts Group has quickly risen to prominence
as a leader in the hospitality industry. With
a diverse portfolio of properties ranging
from luxury resorts to boutique hotels,
the group is known for its commitment to
delivering exceptional guest experiences.

From impeccable service to innovative
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Students participating in Shih Chien University’s overseas study program “Global Studies” visited the partner

university Florence University of the Arts (FUA) in Italy to experience a course on lItalian cuisine and culture.
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Students visited the Mercato Centrale Firenze and
engaged in actual interviews with local vendors.

amenities, LDC Hotels & Resorts Group
properties are synonymous with excellence
and luxury. Their Taiwanese brands are
located in major cities and at the hottest
attractions, including Palais de Chine Hotel
(Taipei), Fleur de Chine Hotel (Sun Moon
Lake), Chateau de Chine Hotels, Maison
de Chine Hotels, Hotel Pin, Gala de Chine
(wedding & event venue). In Italy, they own
seven elegant hotels & villas in the country’s
most charming regions, including A.Roma
Lifestyle Hotel (Rome), Palazzo Venart
(Venice), Villa Ortaglia (Florence), Villa
Monte Solare (Umbria), Relais Sant’Uffizio
(Piedmont), Casa Munfra (Piedmont), and

Palazzo Portinari Salviati (Florence).

In addition to its focus on guest
satisfaction, LDC Hotels & Resorts Group
is dedicated to fostering talent within the
hospitality industry. LDC Hotels & Resorts
Group, which has won the National Talent
Development Award from the Ministry of
Labor six times, actively cultivates and

develops hospitality talent with its core

HEEMBHBEATNESREFEERDESHBERZE
Students visited Modena and learned the process
of making Italian balsamic vinegar and tasted
various types of balsamic vinegar.

concepts of “Luxury to enrich life, Dream
to build solid dreams, and Culture to
innovate”. Through partnerships with leading
educational institutions like Shih Chien
University, the group provides students
with valuable opportunities for internships,
mentoring, and career development. By
collaborating with academia, LDC Hotels
& Resorts Group ensures that the next
generation of hospitality professionals is
equipped with the skills and knowledge
needed to succeed in a competitive global

market.
Expanding students’ international horizons

In addition to collaborating with LDC
Hotels & Resorts Group, Shih Chien x LDC
Academy will also actively cooperate with
partner universities around the globe.
The cooperation with partner universities
in Italy will be at center stage. Shih
Chien x LDC Academy will provide more
international exchange opportunities, enrich

students’ learning experience, expand their
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international horizons, and drive them to be

more globally competitive.
Breaking the ground

The memorandum of understanding on
industry-academia collaboration for Shih
Chien x LDC Academy was signed by Shih
Chien University Chairman Shieh Mung-
Shiung, President Ting Pin-Shou and LDC
Hotels & Resorts Group General Manager
Emile Chih-jen Sheng ( B%381Z). Most senior
administrative team members as well as
LDC Hotels & Resorts Group Senior Manager
Melissa Chiu ( &8 #¥5 B ), were all present to
witness the signing.

After the signing ceremony, mutual
exchanges and discussions laid a solid
foundation for how to connect industrial
practice and internationalization in
curriculum design and internship programs.
Courses include Hotel Management,
Italian, Culinary and Laboratory, Global
Studies, Cross-Cultural Communication,
Food Culture, Italian for Hospitality, Wine

Appreciation and Corporate Internships.
They range from two to three credits.
Students who have completed more than
six credits will be awarded a certificate and
be qualified for internship interviews with
LDC Hotels & Resorts Group. Those who take
the two subjects of “Italian for Hospitality”
and “Global Studies” can choose to take the
intensive courses at the Florence University
of the Arts (FUA) in Italy.

A new partnership for success

The collaboration between Shih Chien
University and LDC Hotels & Resorts Group
exemplifies the power of partnerships in
shaping the future of an industry. Together,
they are working to cultivate talent, drive
innovation, and elevate the standards of
excellence in the hospitality sector. By
combining academic rigor with industry
expertise, this partnership is empowering
students to become the leaders of
tomorrow and helping to shape the future

of hospitality around the world. W
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(From left) Shih Chien University President Ting Pin-Shou, Chairman Shieh Mung-Shiung and LDC Hotels &

Resorts Group General Manager Emile Chih-jen Sheng signed the memorandum of understanding on industry-

academia collaboration.
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