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Shih Chien Founder Shieh Tung-Min and President Lin Chen-Chi visited Lin’s exhibition.
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The concept of SC logo design
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More information on the transformation of SC logo

My Overwhelming Experience of the
Advanced Teaching Methods at
Shih Chien University

Lin Chun-Cheng ( #{£8X ), Artist / Designer of Shih Chien University logo

Artist and Professor Yen Shui-Long (EE7KBE ) devoted his entire life to promoting art
in everyday life. In 1952, he proposed that cultural economics is a weapon in the global
competition of industries, a pioneering idea of today’s cultural and creative industry. Having
his classes taught in the form of seminars instead of using the one-way teaching method,
Yen designed excellent course handouts and combined theories and practice to nurture
talent. The graduation design review hosted every year was an exercise that focused
on teamwork. Each student had to present their design on stage and answer questions
from seven to eight teaching staff. The constant training through design reviews ensured

students developed the skills and ability to work with clients upon graduation.
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Professor Yen Shui-Long

The combination of the Arts and Crafts
Movement and Bauhaus style

In 1971, Yen was invited by Mr. Shieh
Tung-Min (#5E ), Founder of Shih Chien
University (SC), to establish the De-
partment of Arts and Crafts (DAC) at Shih
Chien Junior College of Home Economics
(the precursor of SC) and serve as the
Chair and Professor of the department.
His ideas were as follows: 1. After the
Industrial Revolution, due to the fact that
many products were badly made, English
designer William Morris elevated everyday
essentials to art through design, adding
value to products and giving birth to the
Arts and Crafts Movement. 2. In Weimar,
Germany, artist Walter Gropius founded the

Bauhaus School, combining artchitecture,

MEBEAEFERES » BKEHKNRE 58 F£8(F > I&

FEULKRRETHELE L R1I00AR 54 2R -

Mural at Jiantan Park near the Grand Hotel

crafts and arts. He believed that modern
design education must combine arts and
skills, and theories and practical skills
were both important subjects to be taught
in class. The above ideas have been the
solid foundation of the Arts and Crafts
Department. A workshop was set up and
courses on materials and advertising were
also taught.

The man who established the Arts and
Crafts Department

Professor Yen was kind and friendly.
During his time as the Chair of the de-
partment, he was nicknamed “Grandpa” by
both the students and teaching staff. The
publication of the department was titled
Tap to signify that, led by “Grandpa”, DAC
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Professor Yen giving instructions during the mural making process at YMCA.

will see the creativity of students flowing
like tap water. All the teaching staff at DAC
were the best of the best from the industry.
Yen was the reason that these professionals
were willing to set aside time to teach
and share their experience with students.
Students were even given internship
opportunities at advertising agencies or
the studios of the lecturers, which were
precious opportunities not commonly seen
at the time. DAC modules were divided
into two categories — space and product,
including the exterior and interior spaces
of architecture, the production of an
entire product and CIS (Corporate Identity
System). “Grandpa” set a benchmark for

arts and crafts education in Taiwan.

Professor Yen spared no effort in
promoting Taiwan’s handicrafts and was
revered as the “Father of Crafts”. When he
studied in Japan, he drew for the company
SMOCA. He was the first advertisement
designer in Taiwan and a pioneer in CIS.
In addition, he also dabbled in landscape
design. His works included the mosaic
murals Sports at Taichung Stadium, From
Agrarian Society to Industrial Society at
Jiantan Park, Sunrise at Jih-Hsin Theater,
Sunflower at a famous pastry shop in
Taichung, Jesus at YMCA Yung-Chi Branch,
Buddha Treats the Ill at Hualien Tzu Chi
Hospital, as well as relief sculptures
Diving at Taipei Dongmen Swimming Pool

and Playing Tennis at Taipei Tennis Court.



Yen served as the artistic advisor for the
then Taipei City Mayor Kao Yu-Shu (& %
& ). Inspired by the Avenue des Champs-
Elysées in front of the Arc de Triomphe
in Paris, Yen had a fountain built in the
middle of Ren Ai Road and camphor trees
planted along Dunhua S. Road and Dunhua
N. Road. He was indeed a pioneer in public

art in Taiwan.

In 1981, | was hired by the then
President Lin Chen-Chi (#&#; ) to work
as Professor Yen’s assistant. For three
years, supervised by Professor Yen,
DAC students and | worked on the
Jesus mural at YMCA and the Buddha
mural at Hualien Tzu Chi Hospital. It
was a precious experience. In 1992,
| was encouraged to hold my first
oil painting exhibition. | was also
recommended to write the book Mosdic,
one of the 16 books on public and
landscape art published by the Council
for Cultural Affairs.
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Professor Yen’s course handouts provided rich
materials and details.

A turning point in my teaching career

My professional career led me to
realize that while SC student uniforms
were beautifully designed, the logo was
not neat enough. | decided to design the
logo for the school. During my research, |
learned that Shieh Tung-Min, the Founder
of the university, believed that “a person
should first improve upon themselves,
manage their family, then govern their

state before they can bring peace and

The Buddha mural at the lobby of Hualien Tzu Chi Hospital
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stability to the world” and that “family
is the foundation of a country.” He then
decided to establish a junior college of
home economics. On March 26, 1958, the
country’s first such school, Shih Chien,

was established.

Since family (and home) is the critical
foundation, | blended the first English
letters of Shih Chien to form the windows
of a house-shaped logo and added the
Chinese characters to the bottom. The
entire logo resembles an upward arrow
and a square academic cap. The v-shaped
ears of rice symbolize victory and teaching
results. The heart shape represents the

heart and soul put into governing the school.

From the very beginning, | had realized

that the lines might blur when the scale of

the logo is reduced. At that time, graphic
design software was not available. Manual
drawing was the only way to go. In 1989,
| started using the Intel 286 computer. In
1995, when | taught computer graphics
at National Tainan Commercial Vocational
Senior High School, | converted the logo
to a vector image. In 2024, Shih Chien
University’s logo appeared on the screen
as Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang (E{Z &)
gave his speech on the stage. It would
have looked clearer if a vector image was
used. Overall, | was honored to work and
learn alongside Professor Yen Shui-Long, a
national treasure, and elite professionals
from the industry during the three years
working at SC. | had learned tremendously
and enjoyed the opportunity to design the
school logo. It was a turning point in my

teaching career. W

BRABERE A HRECHEEN 17 IZEATMIIRBRITZ— °
SC is one of the 17 public and private universities in Taiwan that Jensen Huang collaborates with.



